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the great epic.    Paitnjali of the 2nd century B, C., has explained the grammatical formation of many pro-I           verbial phrases  and idioms with  reference to some
\          popular fables.    The reliefs on the monumental pillars
;,          at Bharhut belonging to the same age show that the
;           Buddhists were already making   use   of  fables  for
religious instruction.    The chief works of the Buddhist [-          legendary lore, the Jatakas and the Avadanas abound
|           ill beast stories meant for illustrating the Buddhistic
1          code of morals*    On these grounds the Fable literature
I          of India is proved to date back to a very ancient period.
|          These fables assumed a distinct status,  as a species of
t,          literature, when such animal   stories   were rewritten
I           in a literary style and combined together into one
I           whole with  some  device for  imparting unity  to the
',           work.    The usual framework for these tales consists
I           of a series of narratives on© within the other resembling
a china box*    Some initial episode is brought into \           account for the circumstance of the narration.   They
are generally written in prose and diveisified with axiomatic verses chosen from various sources like the Epics and the Smritis. This form of composition was first used for inculcating the rules of politics and diplomacy and the principles of practical wisdom rather than for any strictly moral purpose. The most important and interesting work of this class, known to us, is the Panchatantra; but that there must have been many more works of the kind is clear from exteriml evidence. A Chioese encylopaedia of 668 A. D. Chinese translations for a large mrober of